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Editorial

Monday, Feb. 12, 2018

Checking noise pollution:
let the students and aged
people be not disturbed

If report about State Pollution Control Board to
incorporate sound limiters while permitting public
function, meeting and other entertainment
programme, people in the state have reason to believe
that there are at least some officials in the Board
which think for the people of the state.

During discussion hour programme at local television
channel, a competent authority of the environment
department of the government of Manipur had stated
that level of noise pollution in the state is not alarming,
what is more alarming is the environment pollution cause
by household waste.

Yet everybody knows that the noise created from
vehicles both private and public transport vehicles is
annoying. Some people in the heart of the city sometime
have forgotten that the noise from various vehicles
particularly from passenger vehicles is affecting their
mental health as most of them seem to be adapted to
the kind of noise produced from various engines every
single day.

In early 80s, the people residing near Keishampat
Power house which was run by diesel generator have to
bear the sound of the generator every day. The people
residing in and around the Keishampat Electricity office
was so adapted to the sound of the generator that
after the generator had stopped after getting sufficient
power supply from other hydro electric source, there
were complaints about some people unable to sleep as
they could no longer heard the generator sound.

The kind of effect created by sound was never a
concern for that time authorities running the state.

At present too nothing is changing with the level of
noise pollution. The decibel level of the noise in Imphal
without measuring can be told it is deafening.

All these auto rickshaws, generators which are
operated daily as there is no regular power supply and
other vehicles of all hues have not only caused noise
pollution but also spoilt the environment.

Of late we have seen steel traders moving out of
the crowded twin bazaars. Similarly banks cloistered at
the busy market areas can be shifted elsewhere.

As the concerned authority envisages to take steps
to reduce decibel level of the noise as per reported at
one newspaper, the authority much also make sure about
the other noise pollutants other than vehicles. With the
advancement of technology, carpentry equipments have
now been substituted with machines that make a lot of
sound.

Civil society organizations and even the entertainers
have now realized the impact of the sound to the society
probably when examinations of students are in the
corner. AMIK an orchestra group had announced that
they will stop performing due to the scheduled
examination for class X and XII.

Well and good, but what about the sounds created
from construction machines of houses at various locality
every single day. No authority seems to be checking the
kind of disturbances created by them.

If the state pollution control board is serious enough
there should also be a provision to check on the noise
pollutions created by construction machineries. A
regulation so that students and aged people are not
disturbed when they are staying at their home is perhaps
the need of the hour.

This is being suggested as we know that putting a
ban to the use of construction machineries will be
impossible but, making some regulations to make sure
that local of the surrounding find time to relax is a
much. Students are the pillar of the society so as the
aged people need respect.

Cloudy morning in Delhi; 13
north-bound trains delayed

PTI
New Delhi, Feb 12Delhiites today official said.

woke up to a cloudy morning with “The rain is confined just for the
the minimum temperature settlingday and throughout the week partl:
at 13 degrees Celsius, 4.5 notchedoudy sky is expected,” the official

above normal, even as 13 northsaid.

bound trains were delayed due t@®esides, a total of 13 north-bound
trains were delayed, with four of
Thunderstorm with light rainfall is them rescheduled and 12 cancelle
expected during the day with adue to poor visibilityofficials said.

maximum temperature at 20 degreeShe maximum temperature wag
Celsius and the minimum at 11recorded at 25.5 degrees Celsiu

poor visibility.

degrees Celsius in the next 24esterdayhe said.
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Nagaland BJP lodges complaint against news porta

IANS a compliant with Dimapur police seemed to be a fake news agengps trouble shooter in the North

Dimapur, Feb 12:Nagalands this evening,” state BJP Presidenor channel “devoid of any truthgast,” the report alleged, adding
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) orVisasolie Lhoungu told IANS.  andwritten with malicious intent.” that Madhav was released only
Sunday lodged a police compliantQuoting sources, the media‘Such spreading of false news igfter Sarma reached out to the
against a news portal that claimecportal “Newsjoint” claimed that tantamount to not only characteNSCN.

top party leader Ram Madhav was'last week, Madhav was caughtassassination but also poseshe news portal also claimed that
caught red-handed by separatisted-handed and saffron facedgrave risk of sparking off the NSCN also has hours of video
National Socialist Council of working well beyond his brief, communal tension,” Lhoungufootage in possession, which it
Nagaland (Issac-Muivah) with two with two Naga women in a hotelsaid. has threatened to release in
Naga women in a hotel room hereroom” here. "Madhav was held in captivity by puplic, “if the BIJP-RSS do not give

“It is a false report to tarnish the Madhav is BJP General Secretaryhe NSCN for hours. He then madgn to its demand to call off the

image of our party leader (Ramin-charge North East. frantic SOS calls toAssam assembly elections in Nagaland,
Madhav) and the party has lodged_houngu said that the portalcolleague Himanata Biswa Sarmague on February 27.

Militants’ bid to attack CRPF camp foiled, gunbattle ensue:

PTI exchange of fire in the heart ofand took shelter in a under-reported and the CRPF moved in
Srinagar, Feb 12:A gunfight the city they said. construction house nearbthe more troops to ensure that the
broke out between security“The sentry at the camp noticedofficials said. militants do not escape.

forces and militants, who took two suspicious persons atThe building has been cordonedThe incident comes two days
shelter in a building in Karan around 4.30 am, carrying off by the CRPF after Jaish-e-Mohammad
Nagar area of the city after theirbackpacks and weapons. HeAccording to senior CRPF militants attacked aArmy camp
attempt to strike a CRPF camp washallenged them and opened fire,"officials, there were two in Sunjwan area of Jammu, killing
foiled early todayofficials said. a spokesman of the CRPF said. militants. six people including five
A CRPF jawan was injured in the The militants fled from the spot Intermittent exchange of fire was soldiers.

Blackout hits northern Puerto Rico following fire, explosion

San Juan, Feb. 12An explosionand hurricane. In many cases, poweof generation. billion in damage.

fire at an electric substation threwworkers are repairing equipmentWe are trying to restore that asPuerto Riccs governor announced

much of northern Puerto Rico intothat should have long beemuickly as possible,” the company last month that he plans to privatize
darkness late Sunday in a setbadleplaced but remained online dusaid. the state-owned power company
for the U.S. territorys eforts to fully  to the power authoritg’yearslong Heavy black smoke billowed from which relies on infrastructure nearly
restore power more than five monthdinancial crisis. PRER is worth the substation as neighbors in thehree times older than the industry
after Hurricane Maria started theroughly $4 billion, carries $9 billion area described on social media seeingverage. It would be the largest
longest blackout in U.S. histary  in debtand has long been criticizedhe sky turn orange following a loud restructuring of a public entity in

The islands Electric Power for political patronage and explosion. San Juan Mayor CarmerlJ.S. history

Authority said several municipalitiesinefficiency. It also struggled with Cruz tweeted that no injuries hadOne week after his announcement,
were without poweitincluding parts frequent blackouts, including anbeen reported and that power had federal control board overseeing
of the capital, San Juan, but theysland-wide outage in Septembebeen restored in some areas of théhe islands finances asked that a
were optimistic it could be restored2016. city. The blackout comes as morejudge authorize aloan of up to $1.3
within a day as they worked to repaiit was notimmediately known whatthan 400,000 power customersbillion so the power company can
a substation that controls voltage.caused Sunday’fire, which was remain in the dark more than five keep operating. The board said
The blast illustrated the challengesgjuickly extinguished. Officials said months after Hurricane Maria. Thethe company could see an
of restoring a power grid that wasthe explosion knocked two otherstorm destroyed two-thirds of theestimated $1.2 billion loss in

already crumbling before it wassubstations offline and caused &lands power distribution system revenue in the first six months

devastated by the Category 4otal loss of 400 megawatts worthand caused up to an estimated $94fter Hurricane Maria.

Swayam Prakash Panitakes Fresh snowfall in several
over as IGP Kashmir areas of Himachal Pradesh

PTI range, senior superintendent oPT| mid and higher hills and forecast

Srinagar, Feb 12: Swayam police, Kulgam and Kathua. Shimla, Feb 12: The mid and rains and snowfall for the next two

Prakash Pani, a 2000-batch Indiate has also served in thehigher hills of Himachal Pradeshdays.

Police Service (IPS) &iter, today Intelligence Bureau and Nationalwitnessed intermittent moderateKothi received 15 cm of sngqw

took over as the new inspectorinvestigationAgency (NIA). snowfall this morning, while followed by Keylong 11 cm,

general of police (IGP) Kashmijr widespread rains lashed the loweBharmaur 10 cm, Narkanda 8 cm,
llegal liquor

Range, making him the youngest hills of the state. Theog 3 cm, Kufri 2 cm, Kalpa 1.6
officer to hold the post. Normal life was disrupted in the cm, Jubbal 1.3 cm and Mashobara
upper Shimla area as roads wer€.5cm.
closed due to snowfall, while the Sabgraha was wettest with 31 mm
R Hindustan-Tibet road at Narkandaof rains followed by Nahan 23.1
Iakh Selzed was blocked and the traffic wasmm, Solan 21mm, Dharmsala 20
diverted through Basantpur andmm, Berthin 18.2 mm, Dharampur
officer to hold the post of the IGP PTI Kingal. 15.2 mm, Hamirpur 15 mm, Kotkhai
Kashmir and his name was cleare®allia, Feb 12:lllegal liquor worth  Shimla District Commissionémit 15 mm, Naina Devi 12.2 mm, Manali
in a Cabinet meeting chaired byRs 10 lakh was seized during araikkashyap said traffic was 9 mm,Una7 mm, Shimla5.8 mm.
Chief Minister Mehbooba Muft| conducted awajidpur village suspended beyond Dhalli as ahe minimum temperatures
last week. here, police said today precautionary measure earlier bufluctuated marginally and Keylong
He replaced MuniAhmad Khan,| Acting on a tip-off, police now the roads in the upper Shimlavas coldest in the region with a
who was holding the charge ofconducted the raid yesterday andre through and only the Rampurdow of minus 4.9 degrees Celsius,
the IGP Kashmir range, and hasseized the liquor which was boundbound HR'C buses are diverted followed by Kufri at minus 1.8
been appointed as additionglfor Bihar from Punjab, via Basantpur degrees Celsius, Kalpa at minus 1
director general of police (ADGR) Superintendent of PolicAnil  “There is no traffic disruption in degrees Celsius.
security and home guards, thekumar said. Shimla city and all roads leading The key tourists resorts of Shimla
official said. A case under various sections ofo hospitals are opened,” heand Manali recorded a minimum
Pani has served in key positionsthe Indian Penal Code and theadded. temperature at 0.2 degrees Celsius
including deputy inspectofr ExciseAct was registered againstThe local Meteorological (MeT) and 1.1 degrees Celsius,
general of police, south Kashmirtwo persons in this regard, he saidoffice had warned of snow at therespectively

Kashmir, a police oficial said.
He said Pani is the youngest
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